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In his article “Difficulties in dealing with the English pronunciation”, the author,
Adair José Justino Cassimiro, emphasizes many problems in English learning
pronunciation. He mentions one of the first problems of students when they are starting
to study English: the interference of their mother tongue. Other problems like spelling
interferences, neutral vowel sounds, phoneme replacements, and varied sounds of the
vowels are mentioned in the text. He also reserves a paragraph to give teachers and
students some tips to improve pronunciation.

This article is very interesting for both teachers and students, but it is more
useful for teachers because the author gives some tips addressed to them — it seems
so, because students may not know the phonetic symbols. Teachers can solve these
students’ problems if they have difficulty in pronunciation because teachers can
prepare many exercises and activities previously to solve these problems. However,
the article is also good for students because they can be facing these problems, so
they can use the author’s tips to study by themselves.

The author gives some tips to improve English pronunciation. He affirms that the
study of phonetic symbols is very helpful because students can read the dictionaries
using the symbols to pronounce the words correctly. And also, he exemplifies that the

correct articulation is very important to differentiate some close sounds like /b/ and /p/.



Teaching phonetic symbols is extremely important; however, the teacher needs
to know when it is the right moment to teach it in the English classroom. According to
Carruthers (1987)%, the teacher should not interrupt the flow of a reading lesson or a
conversation to teach phonetic symbols, because communication is the main goal of
language.

Cassimiro concludes that the problems of pronunciation can affect real
communication. Therefore, he noticed that the main activity is repeating the sounds
after hearing them. He also recommends the study of phonetic symbols as a good
exercise to get an excellent pronunciation to talk with foreign people without problems.

This article is very helpful for teachers and students because there are good
tips to improve English pronunciation. The author shows that teaching phonetic
symbols is a good way to improve pronunciation and students can study by
themselves. And also, the exercise of articulating the right position of the mouth is very
good to have an excellent pronunciation. So, English courses could introduce more

study of phonetic symbols and articulation in their curriculum.
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