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The article Impact of Using Technology in Teaching English as a Second
Language by Bassma Basheer Nomass (2013) presents how the use of
technology can benefit the learners of a foreign language, enabling them to better
develop their language skills.

The author points out that English language skills have to do with the
development of the main parts or elements of the language — listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Nomass mentions the advantages and limitations of the use
of some technological resources and/or tools, which he observed from a case
study with students in an English classroom.

To obtain information about the use of technology, the instrument used
was a questionnaire form, which was administered to college students. Among
the results obtained, it was found that: the majority (60%) of the students use
technology in their daily lives; 98% of them think that technology can help them
learn in a faster way, in a shorter period of time when compared to other ways;

and 96% of them think that the use of the computer can optimize and/or enhance
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their learning, either in vocabulary improvement, greater interaction with
classmates, or in the development of language skills.

Afterwards, still in relation to the results of his study, the author mentions
that there was little motivation for the use of technology during the classroom's
activities. And then, regarding the use of the classical/conventional/traditional
teaching method in English Language Learning, the author points out some
disadvantages, such as: this method is based more on theory and little on
practice, and that it is also more centered on the role of the teacher, when
compared to modern teaching methods (more student-centered).

Finally, Nomass concludes that the incorporation of technology in learning
is essential in the current context, since that in second language acquisition
theory and practice can be integrated through technology. The author also makes
some recommendations, such as that teachers should encourage students to use

technological resources to promote the improvement of their language skills.
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